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Henry renewed the civil war in England in 1153; but Stephen, his spirit
broken by the death of his eldest son Eustace whom he hoped would sneered
him on the English throne, had little object in continuing the struggle; and
after a short campaign in which the honours went to the young Henry* negotia-
tions for peace were opened. A settlement was soon reached and embodied
in the Treaty of Wallingford. Henry was acknowledged as Stephen's heir, and
was to co-operate with the king in the work of governing the country ; the,
mercenaries employed by both sides were to be dismissed ; and the " adulterine "
or unlicensed castles erected during the reign were to be destroyed.

And in the last year of his life Stephen played a king's part; he mardu'd
against recalcitrant barons, and forced them to mend their evil ways and return
to their allegiance. An accident to his eldest surviving son and the discovery
of a plot to murder the young Henry brought him great grief; and on ^51 h
October after a short illness he died at Dover. He was buried beside las wife
and son Eustace in Faversham Abbey, a Cluniac foundation of whirb he was
founder and patron.